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Prospective witnesses- Pallas doctors 1/5/69 

Autopsy doctors Harold Soiaberg 

fthen you *t«kod for my suggestions, you specified doctors. Therefore, 

! raeke no mention of nurses or others, os for example Price, who is used effectively 
by Thompson (and here I think accurately) and, tz X recall, by CIS 4 Price could 
be a good witness In e number of non-radical areas having to do with the acute 
defects of the investigation, beginning immediately. If you are interested in 
the nurses, sme of vhom hove had more expo ri once with gunshot wounds thsn rn^ny 
doctors, the chapter "The Doctors end the Autopsy” of rhepa p^rt 2 of 

W IX (you hove index), will guide you. 

There IM recora&end would bo determined by the number you want. I presume 
you cannot call nil of them, eo I limit my rocom 'en&otlon to four: 

Shires, because he can prove conspiracy by .reading the K-rnys he ordered 
of Connolly, poet operative, ^hnt * have in SHITS is quite a c cure to, despite 
tho whorin p - around 8nd misrepresentation by thr Apu- Gavzer *nd &oody. Ho discovered 
a metal fragment remaining in the cheat. Poor, overburdened Bullet 599 just could 
not spare that additional fragment, no matter how tiny, wee in charge of Con- 
nelly* c case after surgery, therefore, aside from the surgery, he is the main 
macjicnl man on Connelly. Specter wsa careful to kcop him oxoy from the »*iakx 
^kmnbers, pehsps for this eheat-frsgment reason. iSxaminotlon might disclose others, 
hes the advantage of not having be^n led through tLa Specter h^nky-panky before 
the Corcuil scion. I think there Is little doubt he would cast medical disapproval 
on the whole single-bullet contrivance, which means conspiracy. He also spent e 
long time with ^onnally, presumably when no one else was ar/ound and when Connolly 
was und«r end was first out of anesthoesle* ' 

Psrrjr, who is an attractive and in reenable young men^ s^hc alec per- 
jured himself. 0 told mn that the bullet did cause lung dsmogo end tho rear 
non-fhts^j/ v< lxom whet the Bethosda doctors told him, was two inches down on the 
bsck. How persuasive he will be with his past isflsxs bi for© the Commioeion 1 do 
not know. *ou hevs 0 memo on my interview, I think. He will testify with pride 
about tho opacial kind o£ inconspicuous incision he made for the insertion of 
the tube.^tt was not the normal vertical slit such "experts” ns Belpsrn assume. 

It was *tyiro*£ the neck, bizarre twist that this la, for cosmetic reasons, Upcm 
healing it is just like another fold in the akin and is invisible, baling? But 
that is the kind he mode. He will testify to two cells from Bathoses, not the oca 
umea testifed to, and that it would not hove been a bit unusual for the Betheeda 
electors to have celled him nt night rather than after they completed their autopsy 
examination, while they still had the body. If you use him and K&mp Clark both, you 
cen wind up with a perjury and subornation of perjury business (the letter if you 
also use Humes) 

1. 

Clerk did testify that. Perry did know what the autopsy would soy and 
therefore asked him to take over the Saturday press conference. Hie letter to 
Barkley was altered at some point prior to publication in the Commission 1 © 
evidence. should be eubpeneed, oa should ev»ry original hospital record, including 
Oswold # o autopsy end the picture** cf it. Shires just might hftve some Connelly 
pictures, of the hospital might. It ms a Pr«. sidentlal assassination} he m s n 
very important man in the State in hie own right. The question never arose bo fore 
the Commission, naturally.... Going along with this, would it not be nice to subpona 
Specter? Can ho plead executive privfe&ege for whet became a public investigation 
with publication of tho testimony? Oh, boy, would 1 like to question him! Aside 
from the evidence of the octual shooting that you could get from Clark, what do you 
think the jury would think v/hen they lsern hi a letter to the President’s physician 
was* altered before publication? It is visible :f you have forgotten WHITEWASH. Just 
look et Exhibit 392. 

McClelland, of course, because of Ills contemporaneous report giving 


z 


ofl tli© cnuo© o IT death "gunshot wound to the X© ft templfe^* • Her© X cucoursg© you to 
forgot all the crao Mark tea bo«n dishing out about what tte Enpruder film abowa, 
for it shows no such thing. Ahat ho says may moke a aenaacion, but it just i?n*b 
true. Tharo if? abundant reason for believing there wna a loft-hspd round, like I’ve 
already cited with Alt gens. Bead whet I eey about McClelland in &HTWARH. Specter 
also di' not produce him before the Comadesion. **e dldn t dare. The indications 
are McClelland would not back down on thte. Specter never asked him about i t! In- 
stead he let the record stand. When asked if there ms anything he’d said he'd 
want to change. McClelland said there m»<s not.. **e would not beck down. Thera is 

0 young doctor who can corroborate him* if that is necessary, but he ! =03 then 
very junior, its was cover a d^auilasion witness. 1 found out about him by accident. 

1 he vc him in POSP MO Wild, McClelland, remember, was standing .it the hood end looking 
right down on it, the only doctor to do this. 


Through these doctors, all except Perry being senior on. the staff, I think 
you can do an additional thing that is inherent in some of my other memos, get a 
largo jAU&b'gr of pictures not in. the Coarcififion evidence in your evidence svid public* 

I do not know, but 1 believe there must be Connelly pictures. I know there are 
Oswald pictures. With Oswald, as I do in unpublished FO.vT MORTEM, It is vvm pos- 
sible to build a esse for “eck r>uby notching the Immediate dsuso of donth, Hubert's 
. deposition of Bieberdorff, the medical student who was the jail first-aid man, is 
a classic of untainted incompetence. #0 guaranteed Oswald would bo dead by ths 
B t raa t, merit", If yon sro interested, I will go into this with you. Briefly, the effect 
of Sieberdorff’s "troatraant" was to raako it impossible for Cacralfi to talk- and he 
did, indeed, try$ 

1 will do s separate memo on the autopsy doctors. However, I wont to 
re-etaphosiizs that if yon take thoir taatisiony before the Warren Coranlsaion end 
do nothing but duplicate it in court, using times. Perry and Clark, you will hove 
a perjury ccoe and probebly one of eubornntlfcn.'fhis, too, is in. sHITSWAfn, tho 
chapter "The Poctorr end the Autopsy". 1 sent both ^ee end Ec swell copies of 
®IT£WA£H, solicited their comment, asked for interviews, and they were ana 
b&ve publicly loot a i lento 


Saida from Perry, who could not be avoided, the doctors who got the 
major attention before the Commission were Shew end Gregory. They did the major 
surgery on Connelly. They never did eny that 399 could have do^^ opectar 
attributed to it (again I refer you to that erne chapter of ..HTTi. 4 Tu . ey 

will havtj to resist you because of the nos made of them. They actually sal 
399 could not hove had its imputed history. They were asked to conjecture about 
any bullet but that* could oxxo bullet bavo caused tteao wounde, rega r«31oea of w at 
this did to the bullet. Specter left thot bit out. I think they will net be aa 
amenable to constructive testimony as Shlrse, McClelland end Clark. 

Returning to 1-rice, if ym hove forgotten, he would testify thnt , when 
I’oMlinaon gave him the ballot from underneath the mat truss, he, in turn, could not 
inturaat any federal agent in it. If there is a cha*^ of possession f*o» tim- 
llnson to the witness atond, it does not exist in the evidence or the 1 

publish the story of how the Secret Service In Washing ten lcarae. about it no* 
it in ?£ITP?ASH II. It was in on agent’s pocket end he neglected to report having it. 
*ote also thot when each of tie hospital employees tovoived jes e sired to prepere 
a statement. Immediately, there is none printed ('’rice esrhl-iwe) for ^Jj®°di‘ould 
all the orlr’nel conies of nil the original etatomenta end el! o-he- .eeords &ould 
be aubnenoed. Could Price testify to Tomlinson's, hiving boon tho one who provided 
them to* the OonrnisaionV Tomlinson will%orried, sxx or be lad to worry, about perjury. 


Also, please bear in mind the car waa washed at th? hofpitel. Same Chapter, 
else ^HITS ASH II. Tom dicker, KYTlmes T'sohlngton Bureau Chief, still hea nis 
rjt r^pCL<j ^ ^ huokst of blocdy fcex* by tbs cur* 


